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FM AMEMBASSY TUN I S  
TO SECSTATE WASHDC P R I O R I T Y  , 7 5 1  
I N F O  AMEMBASSY RABAT P R I O R I T Y  
AMEMBASSY A L G I E R S  
AMEMBASSY T R I P O L I  

Jd u 
AMEMBASSY MADRID  
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\ 
SECTO 27  

C  0  R  R  E C  T  E D C  0  P  Y  (SHOULD READ SECTO 27 AND ADD 
A L G I E R S )  T R I P O L I )  AND MADRID  AS I N F O  ADDRESSEES PER  ORIGINATOR^ 

F O L  MSG R E C E I V E D  FROM RABAT REPEATED FOR YOUR I N F O  
W I T H  A D D I T I O N  TO PARA 4 .  

I QUOTE 

RABAT '  0 6 0 2  

E X D I S  

S U B J E C T !  S E C R E T A R Y D S  B I L A T E R A L  M E E T I N G  WITH P R I M E  
'1 MINISTER L A R A K I  

A T U N I S  FOR S / S  GLEYSTEEN 9 . P A R T I C I P A N T S  - SECRETARY, ACCOMPANIED BY PEDERSEN) NEWSOM) 
HARGEI,  AND TOUMAYAN AS INTERPRETER)  C A L L E D  ON F O R E I G N  

MINISTER AHMED L A R A K I  AT 1 \ 3 0  HOURS FEB.  9. ALSO 
PRESENT WERE AMBASSADOR OSMAN, AMBASSADOR 

'1 NEKROUFD AND ABDEL H A M I D  K R I E M )  D IRECTOR OF ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS I N  THE P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ' S  O F F I C E .  

1 NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE m I Z A T I O N  OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007
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2 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  - AFTER C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  REMARKS BY 
L A R A K I D  SECRETARY S A I D  P R E S I D E N T  N I X O N  H A D  G R E A T  
P E R S O N A L  I N T E R E S T  I N  MOROCCO AND H I G H  R E G A R D  FOR I T *  
USG LOOKED TO MOROCCOAS P I V O T  I N  T H I S  P A R T  OF THE WORLD* 
HE HOPED T H E  F O N M I N  WOULD SPEAK F R A N K L Y  TO H I M )  S I N C E  
HE WANTED TO B E  A B L E  TO REPORT R E A L I S T I C A L L Y  TO P R E S I D E N T  
I N  ORDER THATUS P O L I C Y  I N  A F R I C A  B E  AS P R O D U C T I V E  AS 
P O S S I B L E *  

31 S P A N I S H  SAHARA P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  K I N G  H A S S A N  
SOUGHT TO I M P R O V E  RELATIONS W I T H  H I S  N E I G H B O R S *  HE 
HAD THEREFORE MUTED C E R T A I N  C L A I M S 8  HOWEVER JUST THEY 
M I G H T  HAVE B E E N *  THE ONLY O U T S T A N D I N G  P O I N T  S T I L L  
I N  L I T I G A T I O N  WAS S P A N I S H  S A H A R A *  AS EVEKYONE KNEW) 
T H I S  T E R R I T O R Y  WAS ARAB I N  P O P U L A T I O N *  UN R E S O L U T I O N  
A D V O C A T I N G  S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N  FOR THE P E O P L E  OF 
S P A N I S H  SAHARA HAD B E E N  I N T R O D U C E D  BY MOROCCO* 
T H I S  SHOWED THAT MOROCCO WAS NOT I N T E R E S T E D  I N  E X P A N S I O N  
OGMWHNEXATION*  HOWEVER) MOROCCO'S APPROACHES TO S P A I N )  
I N C L U D I N G  K I N G  H A S S A N ' S  V I S I T  TO M A D R I D  I N  1 9 6  

HAD NOT BORNE F R U I T *  I T  WAS THE S T R A T E G I C )  NOT 
ECONOMIC S I D E  OF S P A N I S H  SAHARA WHICH I N T E R E S T E D  
MOROCCO* I S S U E  OF S A H A R A N  PHOSPHATES HAD B E E N  
BLOWN UP OUT OF A L L  P R O P O R T I O N *  THERE WAS A  RESERVE 
OF ONLY NE AND J T H A L F  B I L L I O N  TONS OF P H O S P H A T E  I N  S P A N I S H  
SAHARA)  WHEREAS THE MOROCCAN RESERVE WAS 2 0  B I L L I O N *  
THE C O S T  OF P R O D U C I N G  SAHARAN PHOSPHATES WOULD B E  
L E S S  THAN I N  THE USA OR MOROCCO* HOWEVER) PHOSPHATE 
P R O D U C T I O N  I N  MOROCCO WAS A  S T A T E  MONOPOLY. THE S T A T E  
COULD MAKE THE NECESSARY S A C R I F I C E S  OVER A  TWO OR 
THREE YEAR P E R I O D  I F  I T  W I S H E D  TO OVERWHELM 
SHAARAN P H O S P H A T E S *  POPULATION OF S P A N I S H  S A H A R A  
W A S  VERY S M A L L  AND M I G H T  E A S I L Y  F A L L  PREY TO COM- 
M U N I S T  OR C H I N E S E  I N F L U E N C E )  M A K I N G  POSSIBLE T H E  
R E A L I Z A T I O N  OF OLD DREAM OF A  COMMUNIST O P E N I N G  TO 
THE A T L A N T I C .  MOROCCO HAD NOT G I V E N  UP HOPE OF 
R E A C H I N G  AN AGREEMENT W I T H  S P A I N *  I T  WAS S U R P R I S E D )  
HOWEVERD THAT US)  WHICH HAD ALWAYS SUPPORTED UN 
R E S O L U T I O N D  HAD A B S T A I N E D  T H I S  Y E A R *  

'IYOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE IZATION O F  THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007
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49 SECRETARY NOTED T H A T  US WAS I N V O L V E D  I N  D E L I C A T E  
N E G O T I A T I O N S  W I T H  S P A I N .  NEWSOM CONFIRMED T H I S  AND 
P O I N T E D  OUT THAT I T  WAS OFTEN NECESSARY)  WHEN US HAD 
F R I E N D S  ON O P P O S I T E  S I D E S  OF A  Q U E S T I O N D  TO A B S T A I N *  
PEDERSEN OBSERVED THAT T H I S  D I D  NOT MZFN ANY CHANGE 
F R O M  U S  POSIT ION O N  S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N .  P R I M E  
MINISTER S A I D  MOROCCO ALSO FAVORED S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N  

I E V E D  THAT I F  T H I S  WERE C A R R I E D  OUT UNDER UN 
AUSPICESI PEOPLE  OF S P A N I S H  SAHARA WOULD CHOSE U N I O N  WITH  
 MOROCCO^ I N  RESPONSE TO Q U E S T I O N  FROM S E C R E T A R Y  
WHEN T H I S  PROCESS M I G H T  TAKE P L A C E D  L A R A K I  R E P L I E D  
T H A T  HE DOUBTED I T  WOULD BE W H I L E  FRANC0  WAS A L I V E *  
HOWEVERD MOROCCO WAS W I L L I N G  TO A S S I S T  I N  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREAD W I T H  S P A I N  AS WELL A S  W I T H  OTHERS*  

( A D D I T I O N )  

(SUBSEQUENT D I S C U S S I O N S  T H I S  SUBJECT  W I T H  MOROCCAN O F F I C I A L S  
D I S C L O S E D  T H E I R  B E L I E F F  T H A T  US P O S I T I O N  D I C T A T E D  BY I N T E R E S T S  
US COMPANIES  I N  S P A N I S H  SARAHAN PHOSPHATES*  WE ASSURED GOM 
T H I S  NOT FACTOR I N  D E C I S I O N  ON R E S O L U T I O N *  D I S C U S S I O N S  ALSO 

ED S P A N I S H  F O R E I G N  M I N I S T E R  BRAVO V I S I T I N G  MOROCCOD 
PROBABLY I N  MARCH.) 

5 *  A L G E R I A  - WHEN SECRETARY NOTED THAT  US HAD 
R E C E N T L Y  RENEWED R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  M A I R E T A N I A r  P R I M I N  
ADDED THAT HE HOPED US RENEWAL OF R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  
A L G E R I A  WOULD SOON FOLLOW* HE S A I D  H I S  M A J E S T Y  HAD 
T R I E D  TO L E A D  A G E R I A N  R E G I M E  TOWARD MAGHREB COOPERATION 
RATHER THAN TOWARD M I D D L E  EAST AND BEN B E L L A  H A D  
DONE. T H I S  HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND I S L A M I C  AND 
ARAB SUMMITS  HAD SHOWN C E R T A I N  CONCURRENCE 
OF V I E W S  BETWEEN A L G E R I A N  AND MOROCCAN GOVERN* 
MENTS.  SECRETARY NOTED D E S I R E  OF B O U T E F L I K A  FOR 
B E T T E R  R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  U S P  W I T H  RESULTANT  UPGRADING 

I O N S  I N  BOTH C O U N T R I E S *  R E L A T I O N S  
WERE I M P R O V I N G r  AS I N D I C A T E D  BY LARGE E L  P A S 0  
c O N R A C T *  US WOULD B E  HAPPY RENEW R E L A T I O N S  
WHENEVER A L G E R I A N S  W I S H E D *  I T  AGREED ALSO T H A T  
MAGHREB U N I T Y  SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED*  HE WAS 
GLAD THEREFORE THAT H I S  M A J E S T Y  WAS T A K I N G  L E A D *  

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE ZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007
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6 0  M I D D L E  E A S T  - LARAKI E X P R E S S E D  V I E W  
T H A T  P E A C E  WAS I N D I V I S I B L E *  I F  M I D D L E  E A S T  PROBLEM 

D I C K I N S O N  UNQUOTE CALHOUN 
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P  1 0 1 5 4 5 Z  F E B  70 
FM A M E M B A S S Y  TUNIS 
TO S E C S T A T E  WASHDC P R I O R I T Y  1 7 5 2  
I N F O  AMEMBASSY R A B A T  P R I O R I T Y  
AMEMBASSY A L G I E R S  
AMEMBASSY T R I P O L I  
A M E M B A S S Y  M A D R I D  

m S E C T I O N  2  OF 2 T U N I S  0 7 2 7  

C  0 R  R  E C  T  E  D  C 0  P  Y  ( S H O U L D  READ S E C T 0  27 AND ADD 
A L G I E R S ,  T R I P O L I ,  AND M A D R I D  AS I N F O  ADDRESSEES PER O R I G I N A T D R I  

WERE NOT RESOLVED, I F  GREAT POWERS D I D  NOT SUCCEED 
I N  I M P O S I N G  PEACE, THERE WAS R I S K  OF WORLD-WIDE 
c O N F L I G A T I O N .  TO I M P O S E  A  N E G O T I A T E D  PEACE W A S  
ALMOST I M P O S S I B L E  I N  V I E W  OF HATRED AND D I S T R U S T  BETWEEN 
ARABS AND I S R A E L I S .  HE F E A R E D  SCl  RESOLUTIONS 
WOULD SOON B E  B Y P A S S E D  BY E V E N T S *  US HAD AT L E A S T  
AS S U B S T A N T I A L  AN I N T E R E S T  I N  ARAB C O U N T R I E S  AS I N  
I S R A E L .  MOROCCO WAS CONCERNED OVER I N C R E A S I N G  
I N F I L T R A T I O N  OF S O V I E T S  I N  THE AREA, F I R S T  I N  S Y H I A ,  
THEN IRAQI SUDAN) AND L I B Y A .  THE CREW WAS B E I N G  
T I G H T E N E D *  THE TREND WAS NOT YET I R R E V E R S I B L E  B U T  
I T  SOON WOULD B E *  K I N G  HASSAN THOUGHT T H A T  NAY S O L U T I O N  
WHICH D I D  NOT T A K E  ACCOUUNT OF THE P A L E S T I N I A N  PROBLEM 
WAS DOOMED TO F A I L U R E 0  A  S O L U T I O N  A C C E P T A B L E  TO THE 
P A L E S T I N I A N S  WHO WERE R E A L I S T I C ,  AS MOROCCO HAD 
OBSERVED AT THE ARAB SUMMIT,  WOULD B E  A  JUST S O L U T I O N m  
I T  WAS A D M I T T E D L Y  D I F F I C U L T  TO ASK SUCH P I O N E E R S  
OF Z I O N I S M  AS GOLDA ME!R AND DAYAN TO 
A C C E P T  SUCH A  S O L U T I O N  BUT THE NEW G E N E R A T I O N  M I G H T *  
I N  T H I S  C O N N E C T I O N  HE C I T E D  A  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY M A P A I  
SECRETARY E L I A  ( S P ' 7 )  T H A T  AN ARRANGEMENT 

N O T  T O  BE R E P R O D U C E D  W I T H O U T  T H  

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007
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W I T H '  THE P A L E S T I N I A N S  WOULD B E '  BEST  FOR A L L ,  CONCERNED. 

7 0  SECRETARY AGREED R E S O L U T I O N  OF1 ME PROBLEM WAS 
I N '  US,  I N T E R E S T .  HOWEVER) GREAT POWERS COUDI NOT 
IMPOSE1 A S O L U T I O N  I F  T  EY  WANTED[ T O *  I F 1  US H A D  
LEARNED ONE T H I N G D E T H A T  WAS T H A T '  I T  COULD NOT IMPOSE 
I T S  W I L L  AND1 I T  HAD NOT I N T E N T I O N  OF T R Y I N G  TO DO S O *  
I T  WOULD DO WHAT I? COULD# HOWEVEJAKKO ENCOURAGE 
PARTIES TO RESOLVE THEi IR PROBLEMS. HE)  H A D  MADE US 
P O S I T I O N  CLEAR I N  DECEMBER 9 SPPECHJ KNOWINGI  I T  
WOULD NOT S A T I S F Y  EVERYONE*  US P O S I T I O N  WAS NEVER-  
THELESS A BALANCED ONE. J U S T  A MOROCCO HAD G I V E N  
U P '  C E R T A I N  C L A I M S  I T  THOUGHT J U S T )  US THOUQHT P A R T I E S  
TO ME CONFL l ICT MUST S U B O R D I N A T E  C E R T A I N  DEMANDS* 
L A R A K I  NOTED THAT  ARABS HAD NOT REJECTED US 
PROPOSALS.  US D IPLOMACY MUST CONVINCE MRS. M E I R  
ISRAEL  WAS LOSING W H A T  MIGHT B E (  UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
70  B R I N G  ABOUT J U S T  S O L U T I O N .  SECRETARY S A I D  US 
A P P R E C I A T E D '  WHAT- K I N G  HASSAN HAD '  ACCOMPLI ISHED A T  
SUMMIT  CONFERENCES. HE '  R E ~ L I I Z E D  T H A T  MOROCCO 
AND MOST OTHER R E A S O N A B L E ' A R A B  COUNTRIES  D I D  NOT 
R E J E C T  US PROPOSALS.  HOWEVERI WE1 SAW NO I N D I C A T I O N  
NASSER DOING1 ANYTHING TO H E L P  GET N E G O T I A T I O N S  S T A R T E D *  
I S R A E L  ALSO HAD NOT SHOWN1 D I S P O S I T I O N  TO N E G O T I A T E  
ON B A S I S  OUR PROPOSALSJ BUT  I F 1  NASSER W E R E ' T O  I N D I C A T E D  
HIS R E A D I N E S S )  I T  PROBABLY WOULD* 

8 0  US '  A I D 1  LARAK I NOTED1 T H A T  A STRONG MOROCCO 
REQUIRED DEVELOPMENT A I D .  HE HOPED1 US A ID1  WOULD 
t33JIBET'TER~ ADAPTED)  TO MOROCCAN NEEDS4 HOWEVER* A T  
P R E S E N T #  US '  A I D '  TENDED1 TO1 DEPEND1 ON C L I M A T E .  I N  
BAD YEARS P L 1 4 8 0  WHEAT AND COUNTERPART FUNDS 
WERE A V A I L A B L E  FOR1 DEVELOPMENT PROdECTS. 
I N  GOOD YEARS THEY WERE N O T *  MOROCCO'HOPED 
TO SEE1 MORE PROJECTS SUCH1 AS LOWER! MOULOUYA, 
WHICH1 US HAD F I N A N C E D  ALMOST E N T I R E L Y )  AND NOUASSEUR 
A I R  BASE C O N V E R S I O N *  'HOWEVER, HE WOULD L E A V E '  T H I S  
SUBLlECT TO D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L ' S L A O U I  WHO HAD REQUESTED 
SECRETARY MAKE UNSCHEDULED C A L L  ON H I M .  ( S E E  
SEPTEL .1  GP.2. 
D I C K  INSONI  CALHOUN 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT TH-RIZATION OF THE e x E c u T l v E  SECRETARY 

DECLASSIFIED 
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E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007




